
Miracle Babies 
After 10 years of trying to have a baby, Misty Baker and her husband Brian are expecting 
a total of four this coming June.  
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When Misty Baker found out she was pregnant with twins she laughed and cried. 

“Laughed probably more than cried,” she says, a smile drifting across her face.  
Misty’s pregnancy did not come easy; she and her husband Brian had been trying 

for ten years to have a baby.  “When you desire something for so long, ten years is a long 
time, most people don’t know how that feels,” Misty says.  But Misty has received more 
than just one blessing.  Misty is expecting twins herself in June as well as another set of 
twins carried by a gestational surrogate, her best friend, Amber.   

Misty met Brian in tenth grade and they started dating their senior year. “Because 
Brian didn’t call me,” Misty says responding to why it took two years, but an objection in 
the background from Brian causes her to pause and correct herself, “Well, I had a 
boyfriend.” Misty and Brian were engaged at 19 in April of 1996 and today after 15 years 
are still happily married.  However, in September of 2001 when the couple decided they 
were ready for children they were met with the beginning of what would become an 
emotionally, physically and spiritually taxing journey to one day having children. 
 Misty and Brian had moved from their home of Indiana to Seattle to help friends 
who were starting their own church. They had been experiencing unexplained infertility 
for a year when they found their first problem; Brian had low sperm motility, meaning 
that fewer than 50 percent of his sperm weren’t moving forward in order to reach the egg.  
Misty was placed on a medication called Chlomid that would increase ovulation; 
however, after no success in May of 2003 they went to see a reproductive endocrinologist 
who recommended artificial insemination.  The process is pretty simple and non-invasive.   

“You hear about people doing it with a turkey baster at home,” Brian jokes. The 
procedure happens in 45 minutes, costing around $300.  Sperm are inserted directly into a 
woman's cervix, fallopian tubes or uterus, making the trip shorter for the sperm and 
allowing them to bypass any possible obstructions. However, the hopeful couple was 
again met with disappointment and advised to move on to more complicated methods. 

In vitro fertilization (IVF) is a six to eight week process that costs between 
$10,000 and $15,000.  After taking a long needle to extract eggs from the ovaries in a 
process that Misty describes best as “very uncomfortable,” the eggs are fertilized with the 
sperm in a laboratory with a method called intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI).  The 
follicles form into embryos and are then transferred into the woman. The first time Misty 
and Brian transferred two embryos.  Two weeks later she was pregnant. After another 
two days she was not.  “We had a really high, and a then a really low,” Misty says.   

Following their loss, Misty and Brian were hit with another blow. Misty had 
antiphospholipid syndrome, a disorder in which your immune system mistakenly 
produces antibodies against certain normal proteins in your blood.  One main side effect 
is pregnancy complications, such as miscarriages and stillbirths. The disorder is 
untreatable.   

Two more tries of IVF in the summers of 2004 and 2005 were again failed 
attempts, and their specialist suggested the possibility of using a surrogate.   

At this point in their lives, not only were the Bakers $56,000 in debt, they were 
buried in emotional turmoil.  They had only let a small circle of people know what was 
happening, and the two were left to deal with their struggles in private.  Reflecting on it 
later, Misty admits, “We had done ourselves a disservice by not telling more people. I felt 
so emotionally raw, and people don’t know how to help you when they don’t know 



what’s wrong. You feel very alone.” Brian and Misty decided to take a break and 
concentrate on getting out of debt.  “Emotionally, I needed to do a lot of healing,” Misty 
says.   

In 2009, Brian and Misty were out of debt and once again approaching the idea 
of trying to have children.  “We attribute the Lord to the healing of my heart and mind 
and giving us the focus to get out of debt,” Misty says.  However, even with their 
financial stability she was unsure if she had the emotional stability to try again, “I knew 
in my heart of hearts we wanted to be parents, but I didn’t want to go through the pain.” 
But with their faith still intact, confident that God would give them children on Earth, 
they went forward, this time with a surrogate thrown into the picture.    

Misty had known Amber since their teens, growing close on a mission trip to 
Africa.  Amber is married with two children of her own, but had experienced 
miscarriages herself.  “My arms literally ached for the loss of the babies I was hoping to 
hold,” Amber says.  She had her first child, Emily the same month as Misty’s first failed 
attempt at IVF.  And holding her daughter in her arms, no longer aching, she thought to 
herself, I want this for Brian and Misty.  

Misty and Brian had proposed the idea to a few couples they were close with, but 
none felt it was right for them.  “In the same way they couldn’t find it in themselves to 
say yes, I couldn’t find it in myself to say no,” Amber says.  She loved Brian and Misty, 
and to her it seemed like a natural decision.   

After further financial preparation, tests, medications and shots in October of 
2011, Misty and Brian would begin their fourth and last attempt of IVF.  The eggs were 
retrieved from Misty and the embryos were inserted into both Misty and Amber on Oct. 
13. Misty received four and Amber received two.   

Two weeks later Brian and Misty anxiously awaited a phone call.  Brain picked 
up when it finally came.  Misty was pregnant with twins, and so was Amber.  “And then 
we were on the journey,” Brian says. 

The pregnancies haven’t been smooth ones. Misty received blood clots early on, 
another bleed at 12 and a half weeks and was on modified bed rest until 22 weeks.  She 
was hit hard with morning sickness that continued until 21 weeks.  She was diagnosed 
with gestational diabetes.  She has heparin and progesterone injections given to her daily 
by Brian.  

Amber’s life too has been turned upside-down.  She has been unusually sick 
throughout the pregnancy.  She went into pre-labor and was placed onto strict bed rest 
and her mother-in-law moved in to help out.  However with all the hardships, she 
remembers the bigger picture: “New lives are going to be brought into the world that 
wouldn’t be otherwise.” 

Misty returned to Seattle, while Amber remained in Indiana, and both were 
advised early on not to travel. “I never would have dreamed I wouldn’t see her the rest of 
our pregnancies, I want to be able to talk to my babies,” says Misty.  But she and Brian 
are reassured that their other set of twins, two girls, named Madison, and possibly 
Victoria, are in caring hands.  Misty is carrying a boy and a girl, Connor and Hope 
Elizabeth, a name Misty has had in mind since they first started trying to get pregnant.   

This time around Brian and Misty decided to let others know earlier on, they 
announced the pregnancy on facebook just before Misty was 12 weeks.  Now when Misty 
has any complications a mass text is sent out asking friends and family to pray, and Misty 
is confident they are.    

When asked what makes him most nervous, Brian, lists off a slew of worries over 
preparations of completely reforming their life to fit the needs of four newborns, as well 
as the complications of trying to be there for both the births, and getting two of the babies 
home from Indiana.   



Misty has enough pressure on her shoulders, or more specifically her stomach, 
and lets Brian worry about those things.  “I try not to stress and worry about the timing 
and everything.  I try to keep my anxiety in check,” she says.  All Misty tries to 
concentrate on is that come June, she will have four healthy babies.   

One thing Brian is most excited for is for Misty. “This has been such an 
emotional thing for her, I’m excited about her reaction of being able to fulfill her dream 
of being a mother, she’ll be completed in that way,” he says.   

Mist is most excited, “To be a family, it’s not just us anymore,” she says.  
She has a scripture she has repeatedly read since the start of their journey and she 

now recites it by heart each day to the babies. The scripture reads: 
 “I am still confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the 

living. Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”  
“He is the author of life,” Misty says.  And she believes that these pregnancies 

were his doing.  “I think people are seeing the faithfulness of God,” she says, “These are 
miracle babies.”  
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